Okadaic acid--a valuable new tool for the study of signal transduction and cell cycle regulation?
Okadaic acid is beginning to find its way into laboratories that study cellular control of gene expression and proliferation. By virtue of its specific inhibitory effects on certain protein phosphatases it seems to be a powerful tool for the analysis of regulatory phosphorylation-dephosphorylation events. Here, some of the important new findings with the use of this drug are summarized, and a few potential drawbacks of its application discussed.